
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you al-

ways, to the end of the age.”   
Matthew 28:19-20 

At the end of 2016 our family started to feel a stirring by God to 
serve in the mission field in the Philippines. We then took the next 
several months to pray about this calling.  
In August of 2015 when our family moved to Florida God immedi-
ately connected our family to Sam and Amy Divinagracia (or the DGs 
as we call them). They were missionaries on furlough and were 
about to start a new mission in the Philippines, Sam’s home country. 
At first this had nothing to do with us except that we would pray and 
befriend them while they were here in the United States. Quickly 
though it became apparent that God had more in His plans. Our 
families became family with each other and “did life together”.  

Late Spring 2017 we knew for certain God was calling us to go to the Philippines and serve 
alongside Sam and Amy, whatever that would look like. The DGs have now been serving 
for eight months in Iloilo, Philippines. Here are a few of the ways they are currently serv-
ing and we will be joining with them in these areas and possibly others.   
1.The church the DGs work with is strongly tied to Compassion International. Children and 
members of an indigenous community who are sponsored through Compassion are re-
quired to attend church at certain times. The community that the DGs live/serve in is very 
poor and there are a lot of children. The last family day at the church over 800 people 
came. Poverty is everywhere and there are always needs to be met. 
2. Besides Compassion the church has several other programs to help the people they 
serve. They include an agri-business training program (organic farming), children’s educa-
tion programs through extended Sunday School and discipleship/mentorship. 
3. The DGs also work with people from the Calajunan Dumpsite community. The people 
from the dumpsite community savage their lives and existence for themselves and their 
children from the dump.  
4. Then there are trips that happen almost every two weeks to the mountain tribes and 
villages with more an agricultural training and medical missions.  
 
As you see there is plenty for them and now us to do.  

 



So...what does this look like and why are we writing to you? 
 
Our family will be heading to Iloilo at the end of June for about three weeks.  
 
We are first asking for prayer. Prayer for our family to be faithful to what God is calling us 
to do. We also want to walk in His strength and not fear about the trip, finances or any 
other factor. Please join us in praying for God’s will in all of this. 
 
We are also asking for you to pray about supporting us financially. We need to raise 
$8,000. Anything above $8,000 will go directly to the missions work in the Philippines.  
 
Checks can be made payable to Jeff and Carrie Holton at: 
 
         156 Alpine Court 
         Bradenton, FL 34208 
 
Donations can also be made through PayPal: holtonjeffrey1@gmail.com 
 
 
Please join us on our Facebook page as well. It is a secret group page 
“Holtons Hit the Philippines”. We will keep this group updated as to 
our prayer requests and finances.  
 
Please pray about supporting us on this adventure. We serve a big 
God and we are so excited and admittedly a little nervous as well 
about this huge step off faith we are about to take. 
 
Much love to you all! 
 
Jeff, Carrie, Micaiah, Gabe, Simon-Charles and 
Bea 

 

These are children from the dumpsite community as they 
are eating a lunch the church provided.  


