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Happy New Year from the 
Philippines! Thank you guys for all 
your love and support. Before we 
give you our individual updates, 
there is a slightly urgent financial 
need for one of the women in our 
young professionals' discipleship 
group that I have started to 
attend/lead. Her name is Lyn 
Dionson, standing next to me on my 
right side in the photo. She left for 
Chiang Mai, Thailand on January 8 
to be a missionary intern. She needs 
$2000 to go, and most of it has 
already been provided, praise God. 
But, she is still about $300 short. If 
there is anyone willing to support 
her, please let me know. I know it is 
short notice, but she can still receive 
money even after she has left. It's a 
three-month long internship and she 
will be learning from missionaries in 
Chiang Mai. If you are willing and 
able to support her, please let me 
know! 
 
Also, our friends the Holtons are 
coming to visit this coming summer!!! 
This is super exciting! They're going 
to help us with a LOT of things - 
English camps, Medical missions, 
working with kids in the Children's 
center, and if it works out, working 
with Chinese students coming over 
here for experiential education. 
They're going to stay here for three 
weeks, and if it is in your heart to 
bless them financially so that they 
can make this happen, please let me 
know! 
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It is hard to believe that we 
are just a couple calendar 
flips away from our one-year 
mark of living in the 
Philippines.  In some ways, I 

still very much feel like we "just" moved, but in 
other ways, I feel settled and at home. I still don't 
drive (my stomach knots up just thinking about it) 
and I have not made much progress on the 
language, two goals that I want to be intentional 
with in the next year. It is sometimes too easy to 
let Sam do the heavy lifting in getting us places, 
shopping, and especially communicating but if I'm 
really going to make this place home, build a 
community, and be effective, I need to be more 
independent and intentional. Because I have been 
teaching part time, it has been easy to put off the 
language and driving, but next year, (or this year, 
starting April), I will no longer be teaching so that 
we can really focus on our projects and getting 
started on our hostel, as we continue to seek after 
Him. For this year, teaching has been truly a 
blessing and I will greatly miss my students, the 
staff, and the consistency that it brought to my life; 
it was a huge part of helping me transition here. 
 

Prayer requests: 
* that I can learn the language and be bold in 
using it as a I stumble along. 

* that I can get to know my neighbors - they know 
English to varying degrees, but language, class, 
and culture all make it hard for me to connect - but 
I have great smile relationships with them and look 
forward to more peace as we move from this now 
relatively stable "transition" stage to the actual 
terrifying/exciting leap into starting our project 

Blessings from 2017 
 
Blessings	from	2017	

my	students	-	they	are	friendly,	curious,	funny,	and	
bring	me	so	much	joy.	I've	been	able	to	share	a	bit	of	
my	faith	with	them,	which	has	come	up	naturally	in	
class	and	in	conversations	outside	of	class.	

my	parents	coming	to	visit	-	in	spite	of	both	of	them	
getting	sick	towards	the	mid-end	of	the	visit,	it	was	
wonderful	to	have	them	share	a	bit	of	our	life	here,	
and	take	them	around	to	our	favorite	places.	

church	-	while	I	still	mostly	observe,	Sam	has	been	
taking	part	more	and	more	in	church	life	(he	preached	
his	first	sermon	in	Hiligaynon),	but	I	love	the	spirit	and	
vision	of	the	church.	Almost	every	Sunday,	someone	
shares	a	testimony	and	it	is	powerful	to	see	how	God	is	
touching	their	lives	in	the	middle	of	some	really	hard	
circumstances	and	very	real	poverty.	I	love	that	Maya	
gets	up	with	the	Sunday	school	and	dances	and	sings.	

Sam's	family	-	they	are	generous	and	fun,	and	my	kids	
adore	them.	

Health	-		all	of	us	have	been	relatively	healthy,	praise	
God!		

Our	kids	–	they	are	thriving	here,	with	many	friends	
and	playmates.	Max	and	Maya	are	doing	really	well	at	
school,	and	Mina	is	enjoying	time	with	her	Papa	in	the	
mornings	

Amy’s 
Update 
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Please Pray! 

Sam’s Update 
As Amy has said, time flies really quickly when you're 
always doing something. The last three months has 
been a bit busy, with me getting more involved at 
church and Amy getting sucked into the vortex of 
school. At church, I have been invited to attend the 
regular leadership meetings where we share ideas 
about the church's role in our community. I've also 
become one of the regular speakers at church, and I 
gave my first sermon in Hiligaynon a few weeks ago. It 
was really, really hard, even though Hiligaynon is my 
heart language. My church language, apparently, is 
predominantly English.  

The church has a great community outreach, and I'd 
hazard to say that more than 75% of the regular 
attendees come from low-income families. The women 
and children's ministries are thriving, especially that the 
church has an ongoing partnership with Compassion. 
There are currently around 60 kids who are supported 
under Compassion, and they want to add 60 more. 
That's all great, but there is a significant lack in 
participation from the fathers, and that is where my 
focus will be, with another missionary from the US 
named Jeff (I can't seem to escape them in my life). 
We're going to try a basketball outreach with the dads, 
so we need lots of prayers! 
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As far as the hostel goes, we're still looking for a 
place, but there is a possibility and I really need 
your prayers that it will work out! It's probably in 
the most ideal location for a hostel, so we're 
hoping for a favorable outcome from our talk with 
the owners of the lot. Getting the hostel up and 
running within the next couple of years is the 
goal. We feel that this will give us great 
opportunities for building community and provide 
livelihood for some of the lower-income families. 

Please pray for the many, many things that have 
been mentioned, the basketball ministry, 
language study, finances, but most of all, praise 
God for His goodness and the hope that we have 
in His son Jesus.  

This is Anthony and his kids, one of my neighbors and 
my kind of right-hand guy. He’s not a believer, so please 
pray for him! 


